24th Sunday Ordinary Time
A Commentary by Sister Patricia Stevenson rsj.
The gospel of today begins the second half of Mark’s account concerning Jesus, Messiah,
Son of God. This is also the writer’s subtitle to the Gospel.
It appears that the author was concerned about the confusion that disciples experienced in
the following of the Way. The disciples had experienced the saving action of God in their
lives and had responded to the in-breaking of what they would understand as kingdom.
The disciples had also experienced empowerment to act in Jesus’ name. They had
preached the gospel, they had healed and taught. So why were there problems? What had
they misunderstood?
All the indications of the “day of salvation” have suggested glory. The new age that was
heralded by Jesus is a time of triumph. The prophets spoke in glowing terms about
renewal and restoration. The disciples expected to be caught up in this glory.
They had forgotten that their leader had been crucified not crowned in Jerusalem. To be
an authentic disciple is to reflect on the whole story. To this end Mark tells the story
concerning Jesus so that his life and glory are seen in the context of his suffering and
death.
The second half of the Gospel begins with the great question. The account says that, “On
the way...” Jesus posed the question. The following of Jesus can begin anywhere and for a
variety of motives but sometime “along the way” the disciple must pause and consider the
big question.
Who do you say I am?”
Our answer to this question will help us to discern where we stand. Jesus followed Peter’s
enthusiastic answer with a teaching about suffering. Suffering, rejection and death all
precede resurrection. To try and dodge the suffering inherent in the human situation is to
toy with the temptation to manipulate God.
Life calls us to take up the Cross, not trip over it and curse it. In some spiritualities of the
past there was a false understanding of this saying. People thought that manufacturing
suffering, through harsh treatment of the body, was a way to identify with Jesus. Such
fanatical behaviour is as wrongheaded as is the denial of suffering.

In other readings put before us today is one of the great poems of Isaiah on the theme of
suffering. The servant of God is described in clear unambiguous terms. God gifts the
disciple with a well-trained tongue.
This is not an orator’s tongue, capable of delivering prize-winning speeches, but a tongue
with a specific gift.
The gift is the ability to rouse the weary from despair, the ability to bring comfort and
compassion to the suffering. We know this response to the pain of the other does not even
require words but is an attitude of the heart.
The right heart comes from attention to the word of God. Morning after morning God gives
us the ability to pay attention. This is another way of saying that God gives us the virtue of
obedience, faithful listening.
Dedication to the Way will have its own costs. Misunderstanding comes even from our own
people. The next part of the poem describes the pain that the disciple feels when he or she
is the bull of the painful ridicule of others.
If we have the courage of our convictions then we will not fear what is said against us.
See, God is our help! This is the prayer of a holy person with a lot of experience in the
following of the Way. It can help us be faithful when setbacks push us into negativity.
James reminds us that a faith not practised is dead. He uses the example of reading the
quality of faith in the good works it gives rise to. Suffering is not virtuous. Growing through
suffering which teaches us compassion towards others is a blessing.

Please remember to keep the following people and their families in
your prayers, Val Boothey, Valda Hogan, Maurie Smith, Chrissa
Dickinson, John McIlvenna, Gilian Stewart, Flo O’Hara. Julian Insall, Sr
Joyce Stewart, Celestine Ressia, Gabrielle Herrin, Terence Rahill, Janet
Dent, Klara (1 year old suffering from Leukemia), Nicki Fabro, Pietrina
Pergreffi, Peter Woods, Marj Bateson, Michael Pucella

Please remembers those who have died recently
Ursula Milligan, Wim Wubben and all those whose
anniversaries occur about this time Gregory Abdilla,
Frances O’Kane, Mavis McCormack, Charles Neander,
Joseph Casserly, Rita O’Connor, Arthur McArdle.

Save the date for
Our next Winter Warmer
Thursday 24th September, 7pm

As in past years we will again be educated, entertained and amused by a range of speakers,
whilst at the same time enjoying the company of fellow parishioners and providing a great
chance for new parishioners to come along and introduce your selves. The talk normally
goes for about 20-30 minutes with a time for questions afterwards.
Our next WW speaker will be Fr Julian a member of the OFM.Cap order. Father will
speak to us about his own journey as a Capuchin and of the work that the Capuchin order is
involved in.
Meals are $15 with a choice of 5 dishes including 1 vegetarian option. Drinks will be at bar
price. As bookings are required for this event, there is a signup sheet at the back of
the Church.
The Limerick Hotel is situated on the corner of Park & Clarendon Streets, easily
accessible by car, tram or shanks pony.

