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OFFICE BEARERS
PRIESTS
1854-1858 Father John Aloysius O’ Connell
1860-1864 Father William Shinnick
1864-1891 Dean John O’Driscoll
P Kavanagh TM O’Callaghan D Nelan M O’ Callaghan
PJ Kavanagh P Walshe D Quinn W Ganly
William Nagle M O’Connell W Hartnett Maurice Carroll
John F Fitzgerald T Lynch John Graber
Patrick McCarthy William Quilter Gerald Byrne
JH O’Connell J Grant PJ Fallon
1891 Father John Heffernan
1891-1902 Rev. Dr. John J Graber
James Carroll GA Robinson David Gleeson  Alexander May
JS McCarter M Brady JJ MaloufP Rafferty
1902-1942 Monsignor Richard Collins
JE King James Lee WEF Daly F McGuire
Jos Shiel F Conlon Damian Nolan Patrick
Gleeson
T O’Sullivan M Finan Jwall William Caffrey
William Farrell JJO’Ryan JKelly John Galvin
P Cremin E Murtagh G Taylor Michael O’Sullivan
Patrick Gibbons John F Egan G Williams James Murphy
JA O’Brien H Lynch JPower Kevin Hannan
W Walsh TW O’Collins R Campbell James Ryan
T English Timothy McCarthy TJ Hayes
Anthony Cleary
Brian Mc Mahon John P Bailey James Hannan J Heffey
PJ O’Doherty Cornelius Hanrahan Francis O’Hanlon
JDonovan C Hughes TW Ryan
MJ Hayes J Garvey John Ashe
1942-1969 Monsignor Thomas Power
Francis Delahunty John A Kelly J Atkins W Bainbridge
Michael Bardouill Michael Walsh JT Coakley JF Staunton
GJ Sullivan Thomas Naughton L Dimech Noel Mackay
JJ Austin CJ Cummings JCunningham Peter Searson
P Ryan Niall Boyle Peter Phelan JDargan
Thomas Mulligan Frank Richards ML Long Keith Pollard
MD Kennelly Leo Tellefson PA Duggan RW Nink
1969-1973 Father Lou Heriot
F St John Sharkey Michael Daly Kevin Burke
1973- Father Bob Maguire

James Sharkey
Martin Dixon

Paul Kimmich
Brian Bainbridge

PRINCIPALS, STS PETER AND PAUL’S SCHOOL
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1892 -1893
1902 - 1904
1904 - 1908
71909 - 1914
1915 - 1919
1921 - 1922
1923 - 1928
1932 - 1943
1944 - 1972
1972 - 1982
1983 -

1984 - 1989
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. Hilda Benson

. Josephine Bolger

. Stanislaus Mornane
. Christina Flemming
. Lawrence Lillis

. Columbanus Croughan
. Mildred Dew

. Bonaventure Martyn
. Carmel Leonard

. Joseph Halloran

. Victor Wright

. Mary O’Brien

. Myrene Erdman

Jack Gubbels
Franz Ellul

Brian Cosgriff



Red and White from Green 49

Henry Nissen was born in 1948 in a displaced persons camp in Europe to Polish Jewish parents, who had
fled and survived the Nazis. Henry and his twin brother Leon were aged one year when they arrived in
Australia. Growing up in Carlton, Henry and his brothers spent some time in children's homes, due to their
mother's illness, while their father worked long hours as a tailor to support his children and sick wife

Henry learnt the art of boxing as a form of self-defence during these childhood years. His boxing skills soon
attracted interest, and the exploits of Henry and Leon on the TV show 'Golden Gloves' soon led to Henry
establishing a professional career in the sport. He did extremely well in the flyweight division, winning the
Australian flyweight title after only three pro fights in 1969. After only nine pro fights he went on to win the
Commonwealth flyweight title from the Scottish champion, John McClusky. Known as 'Hammering Henry,
the Hustling Hebrew', he went on to win numerous other fights. His greatest wins came when he defeated the
European flyweight champion Fernando Atzori of Italy and, back home in Australia, he came off the canvas to
defeat Bat Socrates of the Philippines. Henry held the Commonwealth title from 1971 until defeated by Big
Jim West in 1973, and finished his boxing career with 16 wins from 18 fights.

After retirement from the ring, Henry handed over his share of the family business “Nissen Jeans Joints” to
his brothers and began working with disadvantaged youth and prisoners at Pentridge Prison as well as
becoming a child welfare worker at Allambie in Burwood. Henry also studied Buddhism in India so as to
complement his knowledge of Judaism and Christianity and then started working with Brother Alex, a Jesuit
priest giving street kids hope and a place to stay at a St. Kilda refuge. Henry ran the refuge until 1983, when
he became a full-time worker for the Open Family Foundation. After almost twenty years service, he retired
from Open Family and began work with the Emerald Hill Mission.

Henry worked mainly with young people, some living on the streets others in disadvantaged home
environments, organising places for them to stay, helping them get food, assisting in reconciling them with
parents, even representing them in court or acting as a character reference. This help often involved sporting
activities. The Henry Nissen Cup is the trophy for the winners of a three-match cricket series between the
Emerald Hill and Sacred Heart Missions.
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